
H E R I T A G E  A T  R I S K-C Y P R U S  
Development constitutes one of the most common factors that affect the cultural heritage of 
Cyprus. The occurrence of ancient remains during construction projects is very common and 
the solution that is usually suggested is the incorporation of archaeological sites within the 
development projects, sometimes with detrimental results for both the ancient site and the 
modern buildings. The pressures of pre-fixed excavation deadlines often lead to incomplete or 
inaccurate documentation and to the consequent loss of information.  
 

1. The archaeological site on the Hill of Agios Georgios (PA.SY.D.Y), Nicosia 

The following is a progress report for the site of Agios Georgios (PA.SY.D.Y) and it intends to 
provide a follow up for the report for the period 2004/5. 
 
The proposal to build the new House of Representatives on the Hill of Saint George, Nicosia, 
problematic since antiquities were found after the approval of the building plans (that were 
selected as a result of an architectural competition), is still pending. Superimposed strata 
have been revealed, belonging to various phases of the city’s history. The site provides 
evidence for the early habitation of Nicosia during the Late Chalcolithic period (mid – 3rd 
millennium B.C.), taking back the city’s history by about three centuries. The history of  
Cyprus’ capital, although one of the longest in the Mediterranean, was little known to its 
population bearing in mind that the modern city completely overlies its ancient forerunners 
and the fact that until very recently no large-scale excavations had ever been held to 
document its history. 
 

 
 
Successive occupation at the site dates from the Archaic period to the end of the Hellenistic 
period and provides new evidence on the settlement, religion, economy and social 
organization during these periods. Furthermore, important evidence has been uncovered 
possibly related to the ancient kingdom of Ledra, which has not been identified so far. In 
addition, architectural remains assignable to the early Christian period until the 16th century 
A.D., when the city was shifted within the newly built fortifications of the Venetian period, 
constitute evidence of the city’s later historical periods. The study of the remains and in 
general of the material unearthed (burials, moveable objects etc) will enhance our 
understanding of the history of Cyprus’ capital city and its population. 
 
Suggestions made by the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus, related to the redesigning of the 
building so that it takes into account the preservation of the excavated remains, have been 
forwarded and are still being examined by the bodies concerned. The Department of 
Antiquities, Cyprus, in collaboration with the Town Planning Bureau and the Department of 
Public Works, has taken on preliminary works for landscaping and making the site partly 
accessible to the general public. However, no final landscaping or sheltering of the vulnerable 
parts of the site may be possible before a final decision is made on the future of the site. The 
excavated remains are conserved annually but still remain exposed to the elements with 
irreversible results.  



2. Palaion Demarcheion-Nicosia 

The following is a progress report for the site of Palaion Demarcheion in the walled city of 
Nicosia and it intends to provide a follow up for the report for the period 2004/5. 
Unfortunately, the procedures for the completion of the plans for the future of the site are 
still delayed and as a result, long term decisions for the conservation, preservation and 
presentation of the site to the public cannot be taken. 
 
Despite the fact that the political and ecclesiastical history of the Byzantine and medieval 
capital of Cyprus, Nicosia, is well documented by the written sources, matters such as its 
topography, architecture, town-planning and the everyday life of its inhabitants are little 
known. These matters can be clarified by combining the information from the sources with 
archaeological research. Rarely are archaeologists given the chance to excavate a large area 
in a busy urban centre, and even more rarely are they given the chance to excavate a large 
area with undisturbed archaeological strata. 
 
That is why the site of Palaion Demarcheion, in the centre of the walled city of Nicosia 
presented a unique chance for archaeological research. The site was a municipal car-park 
since the 1960s and this kept the large modern digging machines away. It was the first time 
that such a large scale systematic excavation was to take place within the walled city. 
 
In 2002 works began for the construction of a new Town Hall on this site, following an earlier 
decision of the Municipal Council. Almost half of the site was bulldozed away. It was only in 
2004 however, that the walled city of Nicosia was declared an Ancient Monument of Schedule 
B under the Antiquities Law, which meant that, among other things, the Department of 
Antiquities controls all excavation works in the walled city1. 
 

 
 
The excavation was carried out during the period 2002-2006. Soon after it was realized that 
the site was also an archaeological one, it was decided by both the Department of Antiquities 
and the Nicosia Municipality that the ancient remains should coexist with the new building. 
 
A large part of the Byzantine and medieval city was uncovered during the above-mentioned 
excavation periods, including two churches with cemeteries, remains of at least four 
monumental buildings, many workshop areas, a road, a cistern, a noria, a large number of 
wells of a great variety and numerous other architectural remains. The excavation revealed 
that the site was continuously inhabited from the 11th to the 19th century A.D. This was the 
first time that the stratigraphy of the Byzantine and medieval city was established and the 
moveable finds give us a picture of the material culture of its inhabitants during the various 
periods represented by the site. The whole site is in fact a window to the city’s past. There 
was even an archaeological layer dated to the end of the Middle Bronze Age.  
 
Furthermore, it is well known excavations in busy urban centres, with century-long building 
activity, are by definition very difficult. That was indeed the case in Palaion Demarcheion; 
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there are many overlapping phases of the city, later walls which destroy, use or replace older 
ones and so on. The archaeological landscape that has resulted is a highly complex and 
problematic one. 
 
 First of all, due to the fact that the excavation was carried out under a lot of pressure, long 
seasons of large-scale excavation took place and as a result the site was quickly exposed, in 
order to allow the plans for the new Municipality to proceed. Currently there is a large 
archaeological site in the historic centre of the city, which requires everyday care and the 
development of a strategic management plan, both in terms of conservation and presentation 
to the public.  
 
Secondly, the site faces a serious drainage problem and during the winter rains it floods. This 
problem was to be solved with the construction of the new building, but as this was a 
controversial matter the solution was delayed. We expect that this will soon proceed since 
Nicosia Municipality has recently finished investigating other possibilities for the location of 
the New Town Hall. 
 
 Important long-term decisions that will affect the future of the archaeological remains and 
the strategy that will be followed as far as their conservation and their presentation to the 
public is concerned, had been pending until today as a result of the decision making process. 
Now the site is exposed to the elements and it is not accessible to the public. Final decisions 
about the future and the conservation strategy of this highly complex site must be taken soon 
otherwise this will be at the further expense of the excavated antiquities and the historic 
information they bare, despite the fact that the Department of Antiquities takes all possible 
measures for short and medium term protection of the site, such as temporary sheltering and 
annual first-aid conservation. 
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3. Akanthou-Liastrika 

The cultural heritage in the territories of the island that are occupied by the Turkish forces 
since 1974, is still inaccessible to the Government of Cyprus and the responsible Department 
of Antiquities. The fate of many churches, ancient monuments, archaeological sites, museums 
and private collections is well-known. A new threat to heritage that has recently emerged, 
also in the occupied part of Cyprus, is development. An indicative case was recently observed 
near the village of Akanthou, on the north coast. Surrounding the village are the remains of 
ancient settlements and this was known to the authorities, at least from the beginning of the 
20th century. 
 
That is why in 1966 a large site with rich archaeological remains was declared an Ancient 
Monument of Schedule B2. The name of the area today is Liastrika and it is believed by 
researchers that it is the site of the ancient city of Aphrodision, mentioned by the ancient 
geographer Strabo. Even though a systematic excavation was never undertaken in the area, 
there is plenty of material evidence on the surface of the ground, mainly pottery, and among 
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the accidental finds that have been reported is a Greek inscription and many mosaic 
fragments. This large site also includes the church of Archangel Michael. 
 

 
 
It was recently observed that, at a short distance to the south of this modest church, a huge 
three-storied building, possibly a hotel, is being illegally constructed within the boundaries of 
the archaeological site. The erection of this building was detrimental to the archaeological 
strata and as a result valuable information was lost. Moreover, both the natural and the 
archaeological environment were altered as a result of the fact that this modern building is 
also out of scale compared to its surroundings.  
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4. The Neolithic site of Apostolos Andreas-Kastros 

The Aceramic Neolithic site of Apostolos Andreas-Kastros on the Karpas peninsula in the 
easternmost part of the occupied territories of Cyprus was one of the most important sites of 
the Neolithic period on the island of Cyprus since it demonstrated the adaptation of the 
Neolithic inhabitants to their coastal environment. Apostolos Andreas-Kastros was a fishing 
settlement dated to the 6th millennium B.C., excavated from 1970 to 1973 by Dr. Alain Le 
Brun with funding from the CNRS (Centre National des Researchers Scientifiques). 
 
On the 7th of September 2005 the Director of the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus was 
informed that this important Neolithic site was destroyed. The destruction was also reported 
in the Turkish Cypriot newspaper Afrika (13/9/05). The site was bulldozed and levelled by the 
Turkish army and where there were once archaeological remains now stand the flag poles of 
Turkey and the pseudo state. Further destruction to the ruins came with the creation of a 
road opened in order to give access to the flags. According to the Turkish Cypriot article, the 
army has not been given permission to raise flag poles on the site. The so-called mayor of 
the occupied village of Rizokarpasso, Arif Ozbayrak said that his ‘municipality’ is not 
responsible for the destruction and that the army had asked for bulldozers from them and the 
community had given them the machines. The destruction of this site obliterates part of the 
history of Cyprus and indicates a lack of control and sensitivity in relation to the protection of 
cultural heritage. 
 
The issue of the destruction of the Neolithic site of Apostolos Andreas-Kastros was put 
forward at the ICOMOS 15th General Assembly in Xi’an, China by the Cyprus section of 
ICOMOS. The Assembly resolved to “Condemn the destruction of the site of Apostolos 
Andreas … and write to Turkey and Turkish Cypriot Authorities calling for measures 



to be taken to prevent such destruction and name changes”. (see: 
www.international.icomos.org/xian2005/resolutions15ga.htm) 
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